Pharma information and knowledge management: P-D-R

Opening the Pharma Documentation Ring’s annual general

meeting, its president, Sandy Mullen of Bayer AG,

noted that the availability of biosequence information

had increased dramatically in recent years. For example,

he said, it took patent information provider Derwent 20

years to reach 1 million sequences, but only nine months

to add the second million to Geneseq.

Data and text mining of patents and the scientific literature

continues to be an area of strong interest for P-D-R

companies, and recent reports suggest that this software

sector will grow to a $3 billion business by 2003. The

marketplace is still relatively immature, with more than

200 vendors providing a wide range of offerings, delegates

were told.

In the company-reports session of the meeting, it was made

very clear that several firms are continuing to undergo

major internal restructuring as a result of further merger

and acquisition activity in the pharmaceutical sector. The

larger companies are putting considerable efforts into

establishing global licenses with scientific and technical

publishers and database providers. Also, an ever-increasing

number of electronic journals are being licensed

and made available to R&D and other staff at all sites. A

number of companies have also evaluated the financial

benefits that have resulted directly or indirectly from the

activities of the information services function, the P-D-R

meeting heard.

