Data explosion continues in pharma
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[Link zum Volltext]:

The information explosion in biosciences shows no sign of abating. Dr Sandy

Mullen, president of the Pharma Documentation Ring, reported at its recent

annual meeting that 6.7 million new substances are expected to be added to

the CAS Registry this year. Furthermore, in the gene sequencing field, it

took Derwent 20 years to put one million sequences in its GeneSeq database,

but only nine months to add the second million, he pointed out.

Recent reports suggest that the software market for "mining" patents and

scientific literature is expected to reach $3 billion in 2003, with more

than 200 suppliers of mining software, Dr Mullen noted. The P-D-R is to

conduct a detailed study of this area.

Peter Shepherd from Elsevier Science outlined progress on the Counter

Project, which is collecting data on the use of scientific, technical and

medical electronic journals, in order to understand and improve the

provision of such services. Efforts are being made by larger pharmaceutical

companies to enter into global licences with scientific and technical

publishers and database providers, with the resources available to all

employees.

Possibly as a consequence, there has been significant merger and acquisition

activity among smaller scientific publishers, and also collaborations among

publishers, to extend the range of journals available from one source.
